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Sideways Stories from Wayside 

School by Louis Sachar 

Humorous episodes from the class-

room on the thirtieth floor of Wayside 

School, which was accidentally built 

sideways with one classroom on each 

story. 

 

Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-So-

Fabulous Life by Rachel Renee 

Russel 

Fourteen-year-old Nikki Maxwell 

writes in her diary of her struggle to 

be popular at her exclusive new pri-

vate school, then of finding her place 

after she gives up on being part of the 

elite group.  

 

Big Nate: In a Class By Himself by 

Lincoln Peirce 

Supremely confident middle school 

student Nate Wright manages to make 

getting detention from every one of his 

teachers in the same day seem like an 

achievement. 

How To Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cow-

ell 

Chronicles the adventures and misadventures of 

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third as he tries 

to pass the important initiation test of his Viking 

clan, the Tribe of the Hairy Hooligans, by catching 

and training a dragon.  

 

I Funny by James Patterson 

Resolving to become the world's greatest stand-up 

comedian despite less-than-funny challenges in his 

life, wheelchair-bound middle school student Ja-

mie Grimm endures bullying from his mean-

spirited cousin and hopes he will be fairly judged 

when he enters a local comedy contest.  

 

Middle School, The Worst Years of My Life by 

James Patterson 

When Rafe Khatchadorian enters middle school, 

he teams up with his best friend, "Leo the Silent," 

to create a game to make school more fun by try-

ing to break every rule in the school's code of con-

duct.  

 

Let’s Pretend This Never Happened by Jim 

Benton 

In her diary, middle school student Jamie Kelly 

describes her life at home and at school, including 

her attempts to triumph over her nemesis, the 

beautiful and popular Angeline. 

 

The Rise and Fall of the Kate Empire by 

Kirsten Larson  

Ever since Kate Sanders made cheerleader, she's 

become the most popular girl in school. 

But when she injures her ankle during 

cheerleading practice, the other girls 

kick her off the squad. Suddenly, Kate 

isn't quite so popular anymore.  

 

Dragonbreath by Ursula Vernon 

Danny Dragonbreath and his friend 

Wendell get an up-close underwater 

tour of the Sargasso Sea from Danny's 

sea-serpent cousin, encountering giant 

squid and mako sharks - and learn 

about standing up to bullies in the 

process. 

 

Lawn Boy by Gary Paulsen 

Things get out of hand for a twelve-

year-old boy when a neighbor convinc-

es him to expand his summer lawn 

mowing business.  

 

  

 

 

 

…these books! 


